[image: image1.jpg]stesem

25
3%



[image: image2.jpg]


North Davidson High School Colorguard Policies and Procedures
The NDHS Colorguard is a very important unit of the marching band.  The guard members enhance the music by adding many visual effects through flag work and dance.  Colorguard is a wonderful, colorful and enjoyable activity that requires a total commitment from the beginning of August till the end of March.  This year we will be doing a god/goddess theme show.  If you or your parent/guardian feels that this activity will be too much of a commitment, please do not apply for this activity.  

Guard/Band camp:  August 1-3 we plan to get a solid grip on the basic flag moves and learn the first number.  The camp day will last from 8 am-6:30pm Mon., Tues., & Wed. Full band camp will be held @ NDHS August 8-11, from 8am-8:30pm, August 12 8-4pm.  Lunch & Dinner will be provided by the boosters (and it is wonderful!)  During these weeks, we will be learning our field drill and developing the flag/dance routine.  You MUST attend both camps to be a member of the squad.  If you do not attend camp for any reason, you will forfeit your position for AT LEAST two games.  Cost for guard camp is $250, band camp is $135.  You will be able to earn money towards your cost of camp, uniforms, etc.  This year we have a special treat, we will be attending nightbeat in Charlotte on July 31. More details to come.  Please contact Mr. Fordham or Ms. Kasserman if you need financial aide for any fees.  

Marching Band:  Marching band is a class that is held during ?? period.  The class counts for a grade therefore you must put forth 100% effort at all times.  Each time you sit out, are late, or do not have proper rehearsal technique; your grade will be lowered.  

Lettering:  In order to letter in this activity, you must attend all rehearsals, performances, and follow the guidelines set forth by the director of NDHS. Letters are usually distributed at the band banquet. 
Monies:  All checks are to be made out to NDHS Band Boosters.  A $100 deposit will be due June 7. The remaining balance will be due on August 10, 2011.  We will have a meeting from 6-7:30 on Tuesday, June 7 to get fitted, pay a down payment of $110, update any information for the summer, and have a MANTATORY parent meeting.  If you decide not to do this activity after June 7 you will receive the merchandise ordered, but NO REFUND.  Deposit must be received before your uniform is ordered.  Ms. Kasserman will send you an itemized cost for the items needed for the fall by July 31 by e-mail.  

Rehearsals after band camp:  Beginning the week after band camp we will rehearse Tues/Thurs from 6:30-8:30 with the full band. If you are planning a vacation after band/guard camp, LET MS. KASSERMAN KNOW NOW!  Once school starts, sectionals will be Thursday’s from 4-5:00 with the first sectional beginning September 1.  You will get an hour break between sectionals and practice to rest, have dinner, etc.  We will practice inside if it is raining. 

Performances:  The marching band will perform at all football games, the NDHS competition November 5, 2011, select other marching band competitions in late September and October, and four parades which will include the Veterans Day, two around Christmas and one at Easter.  You will receive a practice/performance calendar at band camp.  The band has its own web site that will keep you informed of current events. 
Communication:  

I will communicate through email and some texting. Please make sure your email address is current you check it frequently. My email address is tammy.kasserman@colorguard4life.com.  Please make sure to add it to your “acceptable” email addresses.  If you would also like to receive text message reminders from me, please provide me with a phone number that accepts texting.  We have a website for communication. You can add events, look at pictures and find out what’s happening with the North Davidson Marching Black Knights.  
The website is:      http://www.marchingblackknights.org/
Ballgames:  Students are to report to the bandroom no later than 5:30pm on the night of home games for warm-up.  Guard members must have their hair fixed before performances and their makeup ready. During 3rd quarter, you are free to get refreshments and visit with friends; therefore they may NOT sit with you during the game.  You are setting an example for others therefore while in uniform use discretion in your actions.  You must be back in the stands at the beginning of 4th quarter.

Attendance policies:  While each member of the guard is expected to attend every rehearsal and performance, we also realize that emergencies come up.  You are expected to schedule appointments on off days.  

· Excused absences from rehearsals and performances are sickness, death in the family, extenuating circumstances discussed with director/instructor in advance, and unavoidable conflict with a school activity (field trips) these absences must be accompanied by a signed note from a doctor or parent.

· At each after school rehearsal you will receive 20 points.  If you are late, leave early, or do not have proper rehearsal technique, points will be deducted from your daily grade.  Your total points will be added together for a final grade at the end of the semester. 
· If a flagger missed over two rehearsals during one week, they will not march that week.  

· If you have a job or other groups that you are part of, it MUST NOT interfere with marching band in ANY WAY.  If you think this will be a problem, please do not apply for this activity.  We need 100% commitment from everyone.  This is a team effort!  If someone is missing, the team suffers.  Remember there are not “second stringers” or “bench warmers” in marching band.

Expectations of a colorguard member:
· No cell phones are allowed in the stands, at rehearsal, or during a meeting with the director/instructor.  If you are seen talking/texting on the phone in the stands, at rehearsal or other inappropriate times, the cell phone will be taken up and your parents will have to pick it up,

· This is a very physically demanding activity that requires you to be in very good physical condition.  You must have a current physical to participate in this activity. Physicals are good for a year.  

· You are expected to give each and every rehearsal, performance, class, & competition 100%.  If you are unable to actively participate for the duration of the class, performance, or rehearsal after the drop/add period, you will be given an alternative assignment.  You must have a doctor’s clearance to return to this activity.  
· Wear your gloves to all practices and performances.  
· It is expected that you will be a team player at all times. This means that you will refrain from inappropriate discussions about your teammates, instructors, or other parents either in person, on the internet, or texting.  Please follow the golden rule:  Treat others as you would like to be treated
Parental involvement:
· Schedule routine dentist and doctor appointments for Mon/Wed or before rehearsals.  Students who miss rehearsal due to dentist/doctor appointments must bring a note from the dentist/doctor in order for that absence to be excused.

· Do not assume it is acceptable for your child to leave practice early.  Everyone is important and when you are not here, you miss valuable information.

Support your child by attending ball games, competitions, parades, and all performances.

· In the past, some parents have not allowed their child to attend rehearsal or a performance as a disciplinary action.  This for of “grounding” created many problems for the guard and in effect, punished the entire squad.  While I understand that parents must discipline their children when needed, I strongly urge that appropriate means be used that will not have an adverse effect on the squad.  Missing a rehearsal or performance due to parental grounding will be considered an excused absence.  Parents who do not feel they can abide by this should not allow their child to apply for this activity. 

·             Become involved in the booster organization by signing  up to hand out/take up uniforms before                   

            performances, help serve lunch dinner at camp, do makeup for the girls, or chaperone a competition.     

            Sign up sheets will be provided later

Uniforms/Financial obligations:  Since we are doing a theme show, the flagger is responsible for the purchase of their uniform (approx $110).  We will advise you of the exact cost in June.  The boosters furnish your field equipment.  Each flagger must purchase their own shoes, (approximately $30), gloves, (approx. $15), & two sports bras (approx $15).  Guard camp is $150 and band camp is $165.  It is recommended that the flagger also have a nice pair of white tennis shoes.  Payments for guard camp, gloves, shoes, and sportsbras (if not purchased on your own), are due by August 1, 2011.  Payments for bandcamp are due by August 8.  A deposit of $110 will be required June 7.  We will conduct an hour and a half “get to know you session” on June 7.   We will get fitted, get to know each other, and go over expectations of a guard member. Parents MUST be present at this meeting.  The flagger realizes that if her silk or pole is lost or damaged, she must pay the replacement cost.  All policies as stated in the NDHS student handbook governing students during marching band, the marching band handbook, and the colorguard policies and procedures will be enforced.  Drugs and alcohol are absolutely forbidden.  Anyone who does not follow these policies at school or on a school activity will automatically be suspended from Marching Band. 
Winterguard:  At this point we are not sure about winterguard. If we do participate, we will do preview only. It is dependent on how Mrs. Kasserman feels after the baby is born.  We will know for sure by December. 
Questions or Concerns:  

 Please feel free to contact Mr. Fordham or Ms. Kasserman if you have any questions:

Mr. Fordham @ NDHS  (336) 731-7024

Ms. Kasserman 336-682-4422 tammy.kasserman@colorguard4life.com
 
North Davidson High School Colorguard Contract

_________________________________________________________________      ________________

full name







                                   grade(next year)
__________________________________________________   _________________   ______________

parent/guardians’ name(s) use back for additional space if needed
              mother wk #
          father wk. #

____________________   _______________________   _______________________   ________________

home #

                      cell # 

                other important #’s

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

     Street/Route/Box

                                                city



zip 

__________________________________________________   ______________________________________

      Student email address (please print clearly)

            Parent email address

Please use the back for additional information, comments etc.  ____________________________________________________________________________________

I understand the time and effort required of a guard member and, if selected, I am committed to attend all rehearsals and performances of the marching band.  I have read the policies and procedures of the North Davidson High School Colorguard and do herby agree to abide by them.
___________________________________________

Student signature

I understand the time an effort required of a guard member and will assist my child in fulfilling their commitment to attend all rehearsals and performances of the NDHS marching band.  I have read the policies and procedures of the NDHS guard and do hereby agree to help my child abide by them.  









      __________________________________________


Parent/guardian signature

  I would like to receive text updates. 

 Please READ COMPLETELY, SIGN AND RETURN THIS FORM TO MRS. KASSERMAN BY May 12, 2011.

